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SOCIOLOGYSOCIOLOGY 

OF LITERATURE



SOCIOLOGY = LITERATURE?SOCIOLOGY  LITERATURE?



Sociology of literature presupposes the close 
relationship between sociology and literaturerelationship between sociology and literature

Sociology and literature share a similar gy
conspectus (general view of a subject)



Literature is pre-eminently concerned with 
man’s social world, his adaptation to it, andman s social world, his adaptation to it, and 
his desire to change it

The novel can be seen as a faithfulThe novel can be seen as a faithful 
attempt to re-create the social world 
of man’s relation withof man s relation with 

• his family
• his politicshis politics
• the State
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Literature is “a mirror to the age,” a direct 
reflection of various facets of social structure, 

SOCIOLOGY OF

,
family relationships, class conflict, and possibly 

divorce trend and population composition

SOCIOLOGY OF 
THE SOCIETY

LITERARY WORK

SOCIOLOGY OF 
THE AUTHOR

SOCIOLOGY OF 
THE READERLiterature reflects the values Literature reflects the reception 

in the sense of the writer’s 
own intention

p
of a particular society at a 
specific historical moment



POLITICAL

Domestic/national politics
Foreign/international politics

State-Citizens relation
Citizens’ role inPOLITICAL

ASPECTS

S i l t t

Citizens’ role in 
decision-making processes

Occupation structure
SOCIAL 
ASPECTS

ECONOMIC
ASPECTS

Social structure
social status
family
social relation

Occupation structure
Living standard
Unemployment

Industrialization

SOCIETYSOCIETYSOCIETY
social processes

CULTURAL 
ASPECTS

RELIGIOUS
ASPECTS

Value system
Ideology

Religious institutions
Religious movement

DEVELOPMENT OF
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Norms
Laws & Regulation
Customs

People’s religious 
behavior

Relation between 
religious followers

New scientific theories
New technological inventionsSCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY religious followersNew technological inventions

Technological Impacts



SETTING OF

CHARACTER &

SETTING OF 
PLACE & TIME

The agents of the 

Where and when the story happens

CHARACTER & 
CHARACTERIZATION PLOT

story
The qualities 
(physical, mental, 
social moral) of

The arrangement 
of happenings

LITERATURELITERATURELITERATURE
(NOVEL)(NOVEL)(NOVEL)

social, moral) of 
the characters

(NOVEL)(NOVEL)(NOVEL)

POINT OF VIEW STYLEThe way of The arrangement POINT OF VIEW

THEME

y
narrating the story of words into 

sentences
The meaning of the story



STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS OF NOVEL
THEME
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